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We could see him run-

ning from his car with 

the Basset Hound in 

his arms. Low Boy’s 

ears flopped loosely as 

only a Basset’s can. 

We had admired them 

the week before when 

Low Boy had come 

into the clinic for vac-

cinations and the 

clinic staff had all 

come out to meet the 

beautiful, 6-month-old 

pup, Jason’s pride and 

joy. 

 

This was different. 

Now his master was 

crying and saying, “I 

killed him, I think 

he’s dead!!” I ran to 

examine him with my 

stethoscope — staff 

behind me ready to 

help. “What hap-

pened?” I said as I 

looked at the pup. He 

didn’t look good. His 

gums were pale and 

his mouth was dry. 

His eyes would never 

look lovingly at his 

master again. He was 

dead and couldn’t be 

revived.  

 

It took some time for 

Jason to tell us the 

story.   As usual, he 

had taken Low Boy to 

school with him so the 

pup could wait for him 

while he was in class 

before going to the dog 

park. The class 

started at 8:30 a.m. 

and was out at 10 a.

m. It was foggy; he 

had left water for him, 

cracked 

the win-

dows 

and 

parked 

in the 

shade. 

 

During 

class, the fog lifted, 

the shade moved and 

the cab of the truck 

heated up. It can take 

as little as 10 minutes 

for temperatures in-

side a car or truck to 

reach 110 degrees, 

and then continue to 

climb. Jason had 

talked to a few friends 

after class and it had 

taken a few minutes 

to walk back to the 
truck, but he reached it 

(Continued on page 4) 

Summer Heat 
by Darcie Barnes, DVM, MPVM 

Ask Kona 
Dear Kona, 

 

We are about 

to adopt a dog 

that isn’t housetrained. 

My family wants Bella to 

be a companion who 

shares our life indoors 

and out. Can we house-

train and adult dog? If so 

please tell us how. 

D.F. 

Dear D.F.,  

 

Yes!! You certainly can 

housetrain your new fam-

ily member. Be prepared 

to reinforce good behav-

ior; bring a few small 

tasty treats when you 

pick up Bella (food com-

municates well with us 

dogs). When you arrive 

home, take Bella to the 

yard and wait, she may 

sniff and explore. Be pa-

tient — don’t leave her, 

let her wander about. 

When she “does her busi-

ness” say “Yes” and give 

her a treat. Now you can 

take her into the house. 

 

Dogs are likely to need a 

potty break after a nap, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Pet Tails 
Summer 2006 

Dogs primarily cool them-
selves by panting. 



I can hardly believe it’s been over a year since I began as the Hu-

mane Society’s Executive Director. Over the past year, we have 

been challenged to clarify who we are and what we want to become.   

 

At the last meeting of our Board of Directors, we approved a new 

mission and vision statement. Although our underlying purpose 

has not changed, the way we communicate it to those unfamiliar with our 

work has. 

 

I am pleased to present our new mission and vision to you, our supporters, 

as we move forward. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Mission of the Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society, Inc. is to serve our 
community by providing and promoting humane, compassionate, and 

conscientious care of companion animals and preventing their 
overpopulation. 

 
The Vision of the Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society is to be the 

companion animal resource in the Santa Ynez Valley by: 

• providing people with the information and resources they need to 

raise happy, healthy, safe and socialized companion animals,  

• providing our community with information and resources to 

successfully control the population of and improve the lives of 

feral domestic animals, and  

• providing companion animals with the chance for a brighter 

future. 

Each week a dedicated crew of dog-

walkers converges at the Humane 

Society’s animal shelter for a morn-

ing of exercise with 

our adoptable dogs. 

This group has many 

extraordinarily dedi-

cated individuals in-

cluding Pat Donato, a 

valley resident for the 

last seven years.   

 

Pat began volunteer-

ing at the humane so-

ciety five years ago 

after speaking with a 

friend who volun-

teered at the shelter. 

Pat’s stunning person-

ality and love of ani-

mals makes her a wonderful asset 

in our volunteer program.  

 

In addition to dog-

walking, Pat also lends a 

hand with our Pet Visita-

tion program which in-

volves taking shelter 

dogs to local assisted liv-

ing communities and 

senior centers here in the 

valley.  

 

Pat and the other won-

derful volunteers help 

our shelter to spread the 

word in the community 

about the different pro-

grams, such as adoptions 

and our low cost spay 

and neuter clinic. Pat also enjoys 

time with her loving golden re-

triever “Vita” including participat-

ing in the 2006 Tails on the Trail 

event which support the Humane 

Society.   

Letter from the Executive Director 

Volunteer Spotlight 
By Melanie Hatzman 

Pat with Vita at Tails on the Trail April 
23, 2006. 
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Wish List 
Pet supplies: 

Nutromax pet food 

Canned dog & cat food 

Pelletized animal bedding 

Rescue Remedy 

DAP (dog appeasing pheromone 

comfort & spray) 

Feliway spray 

Sturdy kennel toys: 

Nylabones 

Kongs, large and small size 

Buster cubes 

Jolly balls 

Stuffed dog toys 

Squeaky toys 

Tennis balls 

Portable shade canopy 

Cleaning supplies: 

Sponges 

Paper towels 

Trash bags 

Office supplies: 

Copy paper 

Pens 

Highlighters 

Sharpies 

Dry erase markers 

Small television with DVD player 

 

Household item donations accepted 

at the House of Treasures Thrift 

Shop. 

Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society 

PO Box 335 

111 Commerce Drive 

Buellton, CA  93427 

 

Phone: (805) 688-8224            

Fax: (805) 693-9804 

Email: humane@syv.com 

Website: www.syvhumane.org 



Cooler weather than usual was ex-

perienced at this year’s “Tails on 

the Trail” fundraiser for the SYV 

Humane Society. This change 

proved to be a good one and re-

sulted in record attendance by dogs. 

 

Without the heat, more dogs 

seemed energized and participation 

was higher than ever in the dog 

contests and in trying out the agil-

ity course following demonstrations 

by the Goleta Valley Dog Club. 

 

The raffle was well supported by 

local businesses who generously 

gave more than 50 excellent items. 

As emcee, Carp from KRAZy Coun-

try, 105.9 announced winners 

hourly. 

 

Prizes donated for the Poker Walk 

included first place, a Gainey Win-

ery tasting tour for eight; second 

place, a case of Firestone Double 

Barrel Ale and An-

tonio’s Pizza gift 

certificate; and 

third place, an El 

Rancho gourmet 

gift basket. 

 

Terry Thompson 

won the prize for 

collecting the 

greatest amount of 

money in the 

pledge gathering 

contest. The Chu-

mash Casino Re-

sort provided a get-

(Continued on page 6) 

Dogs had fun with their owners trying out agility for the 
first time. 
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Successful Tails on the Trail 
By Liz Beeler 

Board of Directors 
Chairman 

Walter J. Thomson 

President 

Bruce Beeler 

1st Vice President 

Laurie Owens 

2nd Vice President 

Darcie Barnes 

Secretary 

Helen Bundgen 

Treasurer 

Carol Sherline 

Directors 

Darlene Freeman 

Sandy Gregersen 

Carey Kendall 

Cheryl Kerr 

Barbara Murphy 

Wayne Natale 

Jack Patterson 

Betsy Riedy 

 

Staff 
Executive Director 

Kirsten Ruiz 

Kennel Manager 

Wanda Zandonatti 

Shelter Staff 

Molly Brown 

Renee Collura 

Linda DeLaura 

Lauren Gimer 

Melanie Hatzman 

Malena Paolino 

Teresa Romero 

Amanda Skinner 

Alexandra Smith 

Stephanie Statom 

Lori Wallace 

Thomas White 

Thomas gets into the act with Sue Rudd and Betsy 
Riedy. 

Adoptable dogs Joker with Linda DeLaura and Thomas with Marc Owens are intro-
duced to attendees by Carp from KRAZy Country. 

Shelter Hours:  

Monday-Saturday 10-4 

Pet behavior consultations: 

Evenings by appointment 

Clinic Hours:  

Wednesdays by appointment 

 

House of Treasures Thrift Shop 

393 Alisal Road in Solvang 

Phone: (805) 686-9521 

Hours:   Monday 10-2 

       Tuesday closed 

       Wednesday-Saturday 10-4 

       Sunday 12-3 



(Continued from page 1) 

by 10:45. By then, it was too late.  

 

Every year pets, livestock, children 

and babies, and a few 

adults die from over-

heating. In the case of 

dogs most deaths are a 

result of being left in 

cars or trucks, for cats 

much of the danger 

comes from being acci-

dentally locked inside a clothes 

dryer. Pets can’t sweat like humans 

can and their small body size leaves 

them unable to handle excess heat. 

 

Some animals have poor breathing 

ability because of shortened faces, 

pets like Pugs, Shih-Tzus and Box-

ers. Obese and elderly pets of any 

breed are less able to cool them-

selves than the 

young and slen-

der. Even 

though some 

handle heat 

better than oth-

ers, all pets are 

very vulner-

able!! Live-

stock, because 

of their larger 

size and sweat-

ing ability, are less vulnerable but 

can also suffer fatal heat stroke. 

 

How do you recognize heat stroke? 

The predominant evidence will be 

circumstantial. Is the 

pet in an environ-

ment or involved in 

an activity that could 

lead to overheating? 

Early signs of heat 

stroke are a rapid 

heart rate and rapid 

breathing. Excessive panting and 

drooling may be seen. Gums may be 

bright red. The pet may be unusu-

ally hyperactive and excited. 

 

In more advanced heat stroke you 

may see seizures, muscle tremors, 

collapse and coma or death. Respi-

ratory distress will be obvious as 

the pet hyperventilates. Gums grow 

pale as the pet’s condition deterio-

rates. The pupils of the eye may be 

enlarged or like pinpoints.  

 

Overheating affects 

almost all the body’s 

systems: heart, kid-

neys, liver, central 

nervous system, the 

gastrointestinal tract, the muscles, 

and others. If the pet survives the 

initial incident, treatment can be 

very costly and many complications 

can occur. 

 

For a pet to survive severe heat-

stroke, it must be treated immedi-

ately. HEAT STROKE IS A MEDI-

CAL EMERGENCY. If you aren’t 

sure if your pet has heatstroke, call 

your veterinarian or emergency 

clinic and describe what you are 

seeing. If you are sure, call the vet-

erinarian to tell them you are on 

your way and why. DO NOT DE-

LAY.  

 

If your pet has become seriously 

overheated, you must start cooling 

him before and during transporta-

tion to the veterinarian. Wet the pet 

with cool or tepid water (NOT 

COLD), and fan the pet or allow air 

from an open window to flow over it. 

Moisten the mouth and allow the 

pet to drink if desired.  

 

Death from heat stroke can happen 

to any pet, even those 

from the most loving 

homes. The best way to 

prevent it is to NEVER 

leave your dog, or other 

living creature, in a 

vehicle that may become over-

heated. 

Summer Heat 
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(Continued from page 1) 

after eating or drinking, and after 

playing vigorously, being excited or 

anxious. At these times grab a 

cookie and walk Bella outside. If 

she relieves herself, reinforce that 

good behavior in the appropriate 

place with a “Yes” and a cookie. If 

not, walk her out again soon.   

 

Anticipating her needs helps her get 

it right. Remember, this is a new 

game for her. 

 

If she makes a mistake in the 

house, just clean it up and vow to 

take her out more often (set a timer 

if necessary).   

 

Scolding or punishing is counterpro-

ductive, it will damage the wonder-

ful relationship you want to build. 

She may also assume that the act of 

peeing is being punished, not the 

location and then hide when she 

needs to relieve herself. 

 

Patience, observation and reinforce-

ment are the keys to housetraining 

your very lucky dog. Enjoy her 

friendship. 

 

Wags, 

Kona 

 

Kona is a 13-year-old chocolate Lab-

rador Retriever. She is companion 

and mentor to animal behaviorist, 

Amanda Eagle. Send your questions 

to Kona, PO Box 1111, Santa Ynez, 

93460. She will answer one question 

in our next newsletter. 

Ask Kona 

For a pet to survive 

severe heatstroke, it must 

be treated immediately. 

Shortened faces make some 
dogs more susceptible to 
the heat. 

It can take as little as 10 

minutes for temperatures 

inside a car or truck to 

reach 110 degrees. 
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       Vickie Mendenhall 

       Cindy& Willy Norlin 
       Bunnie Sexton 

       Clarice Wright 

Sally Walton 

       Patricia Walker 

 

In memory of beloved pets… 
Charlie 

       Patricia Crawford 

Ellie Wilson 

       Laura & David Stanton 

Henry 

       Jody Knoell 

Mattie 

       Guenter & Joan Kuehn 

Molly Earle 

       Dawn Anderson 

Murphy 

       Stephen & Mary Russell 

Panda & Matty 

       J.R. & Bobbie Vreeland 

Shiloh 

       Carol Sherline 
 

Gifts were received from April 1-June 29 

In honor of people who love 

animals… 
Madeline Barnett 

       Cody Jackson 

The Greenwald’s 40th Anniver-

sary 

       J.R. & Bobbie Vreeland 

 

Gifts in honor of beloved 

pets… 
Mr. Chips 

       Nicola Selley 

Duchess 

       Mark Smith 

 

In memory of people who 

loved animals… 
Jeanette Mei 

       Elaine Sommermeyer 

       Paul & Carol Burtness 

       Zoann & Joseph De La Guerra 

       Jerry and Betty Ewing 

       Friedel Heckl 

       Greta Morss 

       Ida Obert 

       Mark Ostromecki 

       Mark & Linda Parsons 

       David & Risse Wilson 

Bill Mittry 

       Robert Renwick 

Bette Moss 

       Doris Gabel 

Betty Phelps 

       Katherine Smith 

Joe Seward 

       Aury Todd 

       Mary Conners 

Ed Stoiberg 

       Rudie & Carol Henderson 

Edward Stutz 

       Erika Ferry 

Steve Todd 

       Mary Conners 

       J. Crawford 

       Ron & Pam Folgner 

Michael Fowler &  

Katie Thompson 

       Carol Jackson 

       Edith & La Roy Knott 

       Joel and Kathy Mann 

       Howard & Karen Marter 

Donations directly benefit the animals at the 
Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society and sup-
port our low-fee spay and neuter program. 

 
The Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society is a 
501(c)3 private, non-profit organization. We 
are not governed by nor do we receive 
monetary support from any regional or na-
tional Humane Society or SPCA.  
 

We do not receive local, state or federal government funds to run our 
programs. Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Please use my donation towards:  Amount 

+ General shelter and clinic operations               

    In memory of                                    
    In honor of                                      

         + Person         + Pet 

+ Endowment matching gift campaign               

+ 2006 membership dues  

       Regular 
      Sustaining 
      Business 
      Life member 

$25.00 
$50.00 
$100.00 
$1000.00 

 Total:               

Please notify of honorarium/memorial gift: 
 
Name:                                                                             

Address:                                                                          

City:                                                      State:                  

Zip Code:                                              

Please send a receipt to: 

+ Address listed on the back of this form 

+ My cancelled check will serve as my receipt 

+ Address listed below 

Name:                                                                            

Address:                                                                         

City:                                                     State:                  

Zip Code:                                             

E-Mail:                                                                            

Continue Supporting the Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society 

KC is waiting at the shelter 
for his new family to find him. 

Tributes and Memorials 



sionals and another 

“anonymous” sponsor; Bronze 

Sponsors-Rancho San Carlos 

de Jonata, Butler Animal 

Health Supply, C&D LLP 

Certified Public Accountants 

& Advisors, and Chicago Title 

Company. 

 

The event raised 

almost $20,000 

which will pro-

vide care for 

adoptable cats 

and dogs at the 

shelter and support 

low-fee spay and neu-

ter surgeries at the Hu-

mane Society’s clinic.  

 

O t h e r  u p c om i n g 

events: 

July 4th watch for us 
at the Solvang Rotary 

(Continued from page 3) 

away package for her prize. 

 

Major sponsors of the event this 

year were: Gold Sponsors-Bank of 

America and two generous 

“anonymous” sponsors; Silver Spon-

sors-Owens & Jakkola Tax Profes-

parade and carnival 

Holidays July 4th and September 
4th holiday hours 10 am-12 pm 

October is Adopt a Shelter Dog 
Month 

Successful Tails on the Trail 

Doug Riedy, Liz Beeler and Carey Kendall helped pick winners for 
raffle prizes each hour. 

An agility novice is lured over the jump with the promise of yummy treats on 
the other side. 


